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A pair of goals in the second 
overtime lifted the Miramonte 

(20-6) water polo team to a 12-10 
victory over Campolindo (22-6) in 
the North Coast Section fi nals last 
Saturday night at the Steve Heaston 

Aquatic Center at Acalanes High 
School. The victory capped a re-
markable year for the Mats in their 
50th anniversary season (see story, 
page A1).
 The tense battle between two 

of Northern California’s elite wa-
ter polo teams did little more than 
prove that the Lamorinda area is 
host to some of the top programs in 
California, if not the nation.
 In addition to these two rivals, 
Acalanes (16-10) also made it to 
the NCS playoffs, barely losing to 
San Ramon High 13-12 in the quar-
terfi nals.
 Tyler Abramson led Miramonte 
in scoring with four goals, includ-
ing two in the fi nal quarter of regu-
lation to help the Mats pull even at 
9-9.
 In the fi rst overtime, Jackson 
Painter barely beat the 30-second 
buzzer for Miramonte, his second 
goal of the evening, but Michael 
Wheeler, who led Campolindo with 
three scores, answered back.
 Will Clark notched his second 
goal to open up the second over-
time, giving Miramonte the lead 
for the fi rst time in the match, and 
Stephen Schmidt followed with the 
clincher midway through the pe-
riod.
 Winning coach James Lathrop 

credited the longstanding rivalry 
between the two schools for pro-
ducing a great, competitive match. 
“The game brought out the best in 
both groups,” he said. In particular, 
Lathrop praised Ben Miller in the 

cage for Campolindo with doing a 
super job.
 Midway through the season, 
Miramonte was ranked 12th in the 
NCS. By tournament time they en-
tered as the No. 1 seed.
 “The season came together for 
us when the team realized that each 
player could contribute the little 
things, rather than worrying about 
getting credit,” said Lathrop.
 Campolindo coach Miles Price 
was proud of his team and how 
much work they put into the season. 
“Beck Jurasius was very good to us 
in the fi nal games, as were brothers 
Tommy and Wayne Hawkins.”
 Asked why the Lamorinda 
teams have been so consistently 
good, Price responded, “Across the 
board, including Acalanes and Las 
Lomas, the administration supports 
our programs and helps make us 
what we are. They do a great job of 
producing super student-athletes.” 
 Unlike many other sports in 
California, water polo does not ad-
vance beyond the NCS. Miramonte 
fi nished fi rst, Campolindo second 
and Acalanes was arguably the fi fth 
best team in the NCS. Next year, 
there’s talk of adding regional play-
offs to the schedule.
 Earlier in the day, the Mira-
monte girls water polo team (22-6) 
lost an 8-7 thriller to San Ramon 
Valley (25-2) to fi nish second in the 
NCS. 
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club
Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15 
to returning players.  New player registration will open Oct. 1.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more
information and details  regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2016 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for High School. Teams for girls and guys ages 6-19 .
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For questions, contact Doug Pearson at dpearson@lee-associates.com.

Cal Magic Fall Soccer Skills Clinics
Dec 3-4 & Dec 17-18
Come to our clinics where we educate and inspire 

young athletes to play the game we love.

 Details and register online at

 www.CalMagicSC.com
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Miramonte Boys Edge Campo for NCS Polo Win
By John T. Miller

Photos Gint Federas

Artemis Rowing 3 Week Trial 
Nov 28 thru Dec 17
Artemis Rowing is a competitive rowing 

program for grades 6 to 12 based at 

Oakland’s Jack London Aquatic Center.  $200 cost is applied 

toward spring registration if rower continues.  New rowers 

welcome!  Please visit www.ArtemisRowingClub.org or 

call 510-542-9673 for more information.

MORAGA BASEBALL 
ASSOCIATION 

SPRING REGISTRATION  
11/1 – 11/30 

 

 
 

MBA IS OPEN TO PLAYERS 7 TO 14 YEARS OLD

 
 

MBA IS OPEN TO PLAYERS 7 TO 14 YEARS OLD. 
FOR INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER GO TO:  

WWW.MORAGABASEBALL.ORG  

PLAY BALL! 

Tyler Abramson




